South End Community Meeting
March 19, 2009 — 6:00PM
Mt. Carmel Academy

Ms. Joan Kagan of Square One addressed the audtgmaeare One has its corporate
office located in the South End section of Sprielgfj so they are very involved in what's
going on in this neighborhood. She explained tileviong presentation will be about the
improvements to Main Street up to what is beind¢edaColumbus Circle. She went on to
introduce people present at the meeting includimgp&id Hogan, project manager for
the City, Ed Whitley, Deputy Director of NeighbodwServices, Matt Chase, Jeff
Vassar and John Becchard all engineers of VHB atdiaye of Mass Development.
She wanted to also thank Shannon from Represemi@bakley-Rivera’s office for her
presence and Joe for supplying the pizza and thefuglount Carmel for the meeting.
Ms. Kagan went on to introduce Mr. Jesus Arce Miagor’s Aide.

Mr. Arce welcomed all the residents and businessersy He stated Mayor Sarno sends
his greetings to all and he is pleased that thélS6nd is getting the long-awaited
attention it deserves. He expressed that the Magsrvery excited to get started on the
improvements and he wanted everyone to stay peshinough the process. He stated
that although we are in dark economic times, theeyand effort for the South End
revitalization have been committed and that is ¢bing positive to keep in mind. He
wished all a lovely evening.

Ms. Hogan translated Mr. Arce’s speech into Spanish

Ms. Kagan stated Mayor Sarno has been a wondenfylast throughout this process, a
champion of the South End, and they appreciate 8ta stated Mayor Sarno has
dedicated resources such as his office, the QRjfiee of Planning and Economic
Development, and financial resources to this rézéton project. She stated Samalid
Hogan of the Office of Planning & Economic Develagmhwould address the audience.
She explained that Ms. Hogan will be recappingéisetwo (2) years they have been
working on the revitalization.

Ms. Hogan stated she will go over what has bee dothe past two (2) years. She
stated they have been planning changes for then&md for a long time and they finally
have the support of local administration and mayetapport to get things done. She
stated she would recap the public meetings theg had and how the plan has evolved.

Ms. Hogan began by stating in October of 2007 theérgports on the South End gave
specific recommendations on what needs to be dotied area of the City. She read
some of the report and some of the recommendati@yslisted. The first one stating a
more inclusive community development coalition tatkeholders dedicated to
establishing economic development, planning andifunpriorities for the Hollywood-
Gemini area should be created. They must comehegai be the change agent for the
community. She explained the second recommendatsrembarking on a community
master planning effort to assess the environmaht@ecommend changes to promote
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safety, business and residential diversity. Thelttrecommendation is a wide range of
funding alternatives should be looked into so thay may be used to support the agreed
upon priorities for development, housing diversihd business and retail development in
the neighborhood. She explained so far all of thiesgs have been touched on. She
showed the different funding sources from bothsta¢e and the city they are receiving
and she stated that the community has been invoNesly are also looking at different
ways to address the public safety issues to rétaibbusinesses in the City.

Ms. Hogan stated they began working on a plan 6828at would address the things the
ULI recommended but with some adjustments in tbein words. The goals of the South
End Revitalization Project are to work with theipeland neighbors to increase public
safety, improve pedestrian and vehicle circulatfoough the neighborhood, increase the
visibility of State Street and Emerson Wright Pankprove curb appeal of the sixteen
(16) apartment buildings, increase income divetsjtyproviding new housing and
ownership opportunities and enhance Main Strepdtion and attract business. She
stated they are currently working on addressing) @&these things in stages. She
showed some of the pages from the ULI report fr@@d72with the physical changes they
recommended. She stated some are far-fetcheddyuatk intended to make one think.
Ms. Hogan explained they must look at the costHese things and then tailor the plans
accordingly. A company was hired to hash out tleglfor the South End and she
showed the things they came up with. She explaineglans were outstanding on paper
but they weren’t sure that those plans were feasibl

Ms. Hogan went on to explain in 2008 community nmeggst were being held to see what
the community felt about the ideas and they beganake changes. She explained some
of the changes made including eliminating someghsuggested and opening up
Emerson Wright Park. She stated in October 20@8; aéveral community meetings,
Studio One was hired to help take the plans toéxt step. She explained the plan being
viewed is the latest plan but it will not be thedi plan. The input of the neighborhood
and business owners is very valuable and necesSlagywanted to encourage all to
continue to attend the South End Community meetings

Ms. Kagan stated that it is important to expressdlinas been progress at the meetings
they've held. The recommendations, ideas and stiggeshave not all been incorporated
but they are working on including as many of themtreey can. They have discussed
many of them with the engineers, the police depamtyrcity planners, architects, and
other professionals to incorporate as many as IplesShe explained that even though
they have not all been included in the plans, tiexe all been considered and the ones
that were able to be implemented were implemer8&d.introduced John Becchard from
VHB, Inc., the engineering firm. Ms. Kagan explalrtbat a presentation was being
given on Main Street at the current meeting sowes the focus. She reminded everyone
that the plan is to tackle the South End improvemanstages and Main Street is the
focus at the moment. She stated she would likeyewerto stay goal oriented and
solution minded. She went on to explain she woildlel éveryone to stay focused on
moving forward and not get stuck on what thingsahd didn’t work in the last twenty
(20) years for the South End. She explained thesgame opportunity for the City and
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even though we are in hard economic times the méorehis project is still available.
She stated they do not want to miss such a largeramity. Ms. Kagan introduced Mr.
John Becchard of VHB, Inc.

Mr. Becchard stated they recently had a meetirdigcuss the renovations being done to
South Main Street. He explained they would giveipdate and discuss the concerns and
things that were brought up at that previous mgetite thanked all the residents and
business owners that attended that last meetingxpieessed that he wanted the
community meeting to remain an open dialogue sbtkiey can have success with the
project. He stated they need input from the alsitfgeople of the neighborhood, and
business owners. He stated they will talk abodfi¢tehe existing conditions and things
that need to be addressed. He explained that #nylboked over the comments made at
the February 10, 2009 meeting and they have retimedesign plan and moved to laying
out the design. Mr. Becchard explained the desagadt includes traffic signals,
landscaping, street lightings, and prospective eédand of what the area will look like.

Mr. Becchard stated they will discuss the limitghed project on Main Street which range
from Howard Street to Locust Street, which is detng called Columbus Circle. He
stated he has heard this intersection called médfeyeht things locally but he wanted to
be clear that they are referring to the intersecivith the Columbus statue. He explained
the intersections chosen on Main Street, whichamen Street, Fremont and Central, the
pedestrian signal at Montpelier and Gardiner armhBrand Wendell Place. He stated
there has been discussion of taking Main and Lostrset and extending them to Mill
Street because that is really the whole South Eighborhood. He explained this is
being explored. He has done one (1) site visisgesas the corridor but it will be a slight
money issue with incorporating that into the projétowever, they are still exploring
options to include this section into the revitaliaa. Repairing the sidewalks,
landscaping, new lighting and resurfacing the staee things that were discussed for this
section. Mr. Becchard stated one issue with extenthie project up to the Mill Street
intersection is having the traffic signals at Mlireet and Locust Street and the traffic
signal at Main Street and Mill Street upgraded setmMADA standards which will

increase spending.

Mr. Becchard stated based on input and discussion the meeting on February™.0
they are looking to eliminate the traffic signathvthe pedestrian crosswalk at
Montpelier and Gardiner Streets. He explained thidlynarrow the roadway, increase
landscaping and reduce pedestrian crossing timeg. gidrticular traffic signal is
antiquated and it isn’t being used. This will saeene money also.

Mr. Becchard explained the scope is about the shatgéhey have slightly altered the
limits. He explained they have increased the buffgen about $3.2 million to about
$3.8 million due to the increase in constructioats@nd things of that nature. He stated
there is some contingency included in this budgetihforeseen issues that may arise.

Mr. Becchard showed and explained examples of wiegt are planning to do with the
roadways and sidewalks. The improvements done ehdba West Columbus Avenues
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are being used as models for the South End prdjlecstated the renovations done to the
other end of Main Street are something they ai@ @ssidering incorporating into the
South End as far as the brick walkways and thikgsthat. He stated they would like
some input so that they can create a sense of pldbe South End, whether it be the
exact same as the upgraded downtown or sometHitig alifferent. He stated Mass
Highways is working on improvements on North Matregt from Carew Street to the
Chicopee line. Mr. Becchard explained they wouté lio make the South End more
unique and not exactly like the downtown improvetaen

Mr. Becchard showed the existing conditions andampd the improvements they
intend to make. He stated they will upgrade th#it¢raignal at Union Street and make it
more handicap accessible. They wish to narrowdhdway, improve on pedestrian
crossing, and enhance the sidewalk either wittklpatterns or actual bricks. He
explained that they have laid out the landscapihteaffic signal equipment with
additional calculations and analysis they decidey tan make it work. He stated the
existing trees don't have full foliage due to theather but they plan to place new trees
on the belt. Mr. Becchard also stated they wiskrntisance the streets with sidewalk
treatments to meet DPW and Parks Department sidsmdde stated the metal ones that
were used in the past do not get properly maintaibe continued on to explain the
pictures of the layout they created. He explaithey plan to do the same things he had
displayed, including enhancing the visual appeaatacthe next corner.

Mr. Becchard began to explain the proposed chafugebe intersection at Central and
Fremont Streets. He stated they will do similangsito this intersection. He stated they
will enhance landscaping and increase pedestriatysaith push buttons to stop the
traffic. He showed a visual of the proposed langsmpand described the difference in
the colored areas.

Mr. Becchard began to describe the changes fantbesection at Montpelier and
Gardiner. He stated they plan to improve the sidksvand make the visual appearance
more stimulating. They plan to protect some ofttkes that are currently at this
intersection. He began to describe the visualdbarhad with the plans for this
intersection. There is some good vegetation cugréimere and they went over which
were good and which needed to be removed due ¢agbsor damage from vehicles with
the City Forester. He stated they want to retaityf@O0) trees in the corridor that are
healthy and they want to place another thirty (8€@s throughout the corridor.

Ms. Hogan stated that some of the trees that neustinoved have broken the sidewalk.

Mr. Becchard stated this was true. He explainey ti#é either replace the sidewalk or
repair the tree pits around the sidewalks. He dttitey do not want to remove any
healthy trees but they are concerned with pedestaéety.

Ms. Hogan stated they will be making sure the ttkasare being placed into the
corridor are trees that were selected becaus@tte will not grow so large that they
break up the sidewalk.
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Mr. Becchard stated there are two (2) things witit.tHe stated they have picked trees
that are indigenous to New England and its changesiather patterns. His landscape
architect is Jef Vasser and he has walked thebeke with the City Forester and Parks
Department. They decided which trees need to bevedand which species would
work along the corridor. This is the first step. élglained the second piece of this is
discovering the tree pit so that the trees havenrtwogrow and the roots grow downward
instead of outward.

Mr. Becchard stated they did a layout of what tlemg would look like when they were
executed. He stated the new lights, new landscapidgoedestrians on the street are all
apart of the visual he was displaying. He explaithey also did a schematic of what they
are trying to do. They wish to maintain two (2)éanparking where appropriate, and
improving on pedestrian traffic in the South End.

Mr. Becchard continued on to describe the changgsoged for the Broad Street and
Wendell Place intersection. He stated Broad StaedtWendell Place were reconstructed
several years ago as part of another project. Wasy to upgrade some equipment
although the wheelchair ramps already meet custanidards. He explained they are
looking at changing the crosswalks to match theagigre crosswalks that will be used
through the corridor. They are being shown askwian brick color. Mr. Becchard
stated the other thing discussed was the existirlgl;e. He stated it is currently about
six to eight feet (6-8 ft) off the face of the llirig to the curb line. They want to bring
the curb line out about six feet (6 ft), makingstthe planting strip, and narrow the
roadway.

A community member asked Mr. Becchard what theestare supposed to do when they
have deliveries.

Mr. Becchard replied that areas have been laidasyiarking and loading zones. He
stated they have to work with the City, as far &awtheir regulations are, so that these
areas are legal and within City regulations. Héest#éhey want to see how they can
narrow the roadway and not affect any businesstreaame time.

Mr. Becchard continued to explain the plans forrtbedway, landscaping and the curb
line. He stated that bringing the curb line outwtt®x to eight feet (6-8 ft.) would allow
better planting and additional landscaping. Mr. @ecd stated as they move toward
Elmwood and York Streets, they would like to conémarrowing the roadway. He
stated this would give more room for a green amuch is landscaping. He explained
narrowing the roadway would make it a little bitesaalong with adding more street
lights.

A community member asked how they will plow in thimter with narrower roadways.

Mr. Becchard stated there will still be about antyefoot (20 ft.) area for lanes and a
shoulder.
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A community member stated it is difficult to tutmetcorner as the streets are now.

Mr. Becchard stated that is something they can fnoke closely at and take it into
account. He stated the snow is not getting plowdté curb line now because the
roadway is too wide. He explained that if the climb is brought out a little they will still
have to plow it to the line they are currently plogvit to now.

Ms. Hogan asked if any of the business ownersigaiea were present.

One of the business owners stated parking is ae.is$e stated the plans look very good
and the lights proposed for Main and Union Strémik good, also.

Ms. Hogan stated this was at the other end of Ns&ieet.

Mr. Becchard stated they are not attempting to chpay parking. He explained the
City’s meters on this street will be replaced & é&md of reconstruction with state-of-the-
art meters.

Ms. Hogan asked if there were any business owrresept from the area they are
currently discussing, from the Broad Street and tlédiPlace intersection or towards the
Elmwood and York Street intersection.

A business owner stated the plans will look goodheuwas curious as to how the traffic
would flow. He explained he owns a business adross Broad Street.

Ms. Hogan stated his business is to the right ohdléé Place.

The business owner stated trying to make a lefit atithis intersection causes a slight
traffic jam because the cars behind cannot go aoun

Mr. Becchard stated they will look more closelylait. He stated they were planning to
narrow the roadway. He stated the issue is illpgating. Mr. Becchard showed the
audience on the plans where the illegal parking affesting traffic flow. He explained
people have to be in the center lane to make &ieftdown Broad Street due to this
illegal parking. If the traffic flow allows peopte make turns from the left lane and
through vehicles pass on the right, it will cleaffic much quicker and the business
owner’s driveway will remain clear. He explaine@yhwill need law enforcement to
make sure this illegal parking is deterred.

A community member stated that the landscapingnadns nice but with the roadway
being narrowed it will be very difficult for emengey vehicles to get through these
streets. He stated at State and Main Streets #nera lot of school busses that travel this
way and in the winter, with the snow plowed upyé¢haren’t really two (2) lanes to use.
He stated he doesn’t agree with the idea of matkiagidewalks larger.
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Mr. Becchard stated they have taken away someedsitbulder that does not allow
parking. He explained they have not narrowed lanbe.lanes and the shoulder will still
be within regulation. However, this is an issud thay will take note of.

A community member explained that this a heavilggested street and a fire truck will
not get through. He stated that the plans are denvthe area for landscaping when they
should be widening the street for traffic. He exmda that if there is a narrower street for
travel there will be problems. He stated when thleyv it's about two to three feet (2-3
ft.) from the curb line, so with the narrower strées will be an issue. He suggested the
engineers view the street and assess the situatien the most traffic is going down
Main Street.

Mr. Becchard stated they have been out on MaireStmed they have done traffic counts.
He stated they are not going to make two (2) lgo#sg southbound. He explained they
want to have one (1) lane with a wide enough shesuttht can accommodate public
safety. He stated with an emergency vehicle, tteaela strobe that will be able to turn
the signal green for their vehicles. Mr. Beccharplained they will not be able to make
the thruway wide enough for two (2) lane traffid they do want an appropriate size lane
and shoulder for emergency vehicles. A tractotdravould be a different story but all
must yield to emergency vehicles. He stated thdg'tlhear much opposition to the plan
of widening the shoulder when it was discussetiatast community meeting, but that
may have been because it wasn’t seen on paper.

A community member asked how parking along Mair&ton both sides will be
handled from Union to Mill Streets.

Mr. Becchard stated they are not eliminating maaking spaces. He stated if any are
eliminated it is one (1) or two (2) in a few arelast nothing drastic. He explained it has
not been narrowed all the way down Main Street. @laas show narrowing only at the
Gardiner Street and Montpelier Street intersectitenstated the parking being hindered
by narrowing this section is illegal parking to begith.

Ms. Hogan stated it sounds like police enforcenoétiie illegal parking areas and
correct plowing by the DPW are necessary to make wehicles can travel the street
successfully.

A community member asked if the belief in DPW plow/icorrectly was warranted.

A community member explained that at the light edad®l Street it is twenty feet (20 ft.)
or two (2) cars long and sometimes cars cannotgasgo through.

Mr. Becchard explained this is due to illegal pagkiHe stated these illegal spaces need
to be pulled out of this area.

A community member stated there are always carse @ed it makes it difficult to make
a right turn.
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Mr. Becchard stated he wanted to take this conicéonconsideration and speak with the
gentleman about this concern. He began to exptawndider traffic signals operate on
time. He explained they plan to place sensorsamtvement so that the signal will
change when a car appears to be waiting.

A community member asked if the sensor will knovaais attempting to make a left
turn.

Mr. Becchard explained the traffic signal thatusrently operating in this location is not
up to date, so they plan to update it to accomneottheg intersection and traffic flow. He
explained it is not written in stone yet, but tteeg looking at sensors in the pavement or
video cameras, whatever will be more sufficienthis location. He stated cars cannot
make a left turn without cars building up behindrth They will change the system so
that the sensors in the pavement will allow thitlig change when it is the most
necessary. In example when there is a long liread waiting, the sensor will allow the
signal to remain green to allow these cars to pasexplained this is not guaranteed to
be implemented but it is an option they are lookirtg.

A community member stated the signal at the Broat\&@endell Place intersection was
placed there as part of another project. He sthtgdsignal is actually causing more
havoc at the light at Mill Street then anywhereeelde began to discuss the portion of the
intersection where cars park illegally. He statesté are about four (4) or five (5) legal
parking spaces in this area but he would like tovkmhy these can't all just be
eliminated. He explained he understands the Cisyemdorcement issues and slightly past
the southside crosswalk, traffic can be eliminaeithg northbound on Main Street. He
stated if something can be designed so that tlssses can be eliminated and the
concerns of the business owners can be met it wiaildeal. He wants visitors to view
Main Street and think that it is well designed.

Mr. Becchard stated going back to the initial destgpey do not want to impact
businesses or reduce parking but they wish to rttaksignals more efficient. Part of
making the signals more efficient is enhancing plaigking but walking through these
areas is important too. He stated they want to @rage pedestrian movement a little and
perhaps it can be scaled back slightly so that sadying removed properly and
enforcement of the illegal parking is being handldd stated he wished there was a way
to deter this parking but they do need help withk ibsue. There were excellent points
being raised and they will take some of these itbeak and see how they can make
adjustments.

A community member pointed out that the diagramasdtba majority of the parking is
on the left side of the street. He explained itegwp most of the parking there is
residential. Residential parking is something gtaduldn’t be allowed on Main Street.
He explained this is something that needs to b&&eout with the City of Springfield
so they have their own parking lot. He asked hosy ttean have business parking lots
being used as parking for these residences. Heddfiaits is frustrating.
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Ms. Hogan stated she would like to address thearosdorought up about the businesses
and the quality of life issue. She explained theyl like to work with the businesses
and they want them to take ownership of their fijmoriches. People walk the streets and
they litter and the City cannot pick up all thestraso it is nice for the business owners to
be mindful of this and take pride in their frontrploes.

A community member stated this is done everydaihbybusiness owners.

A community member stated she does a lot of walkimg/lain Street and she explained
that behind the Family Dollar Store there is aolioparking that is not being utilized. She
stated this could be used for tenant parking.

Mr. Becchard stated they must check and see wiesonsible for this space and if it is
already being utilized.

A community member stated there are also buildihgsare not being used so these
places could be demolished and used for parking.

Mr. Becchard stated this will be looked into. Hgkaned he viewed most of the parking
was being done at night and sometimes in the mgritle explained they need to view
who is going in and out.

A community member stated the parents putting tti@ldren on the bus also need
somewhere to park their vehicles.

Ms. Hogan stated there is forty-five (45) minutbstied for questions and answers at the
end of Mr. Becchard’s presentation.

Mr. Becchard stated he would like to take one (byarguestion.

A community member stated he has observed thag siveclight at Broad Street went up,
the traffic on Main Street has increased considgrdie to Main Street being a gateway
through the City. He explained people will stopghas light and begin talking to people
and the light will continue to change. People aitempt to bypass this by going down
Columbus Avenue but this takes focus off of Maire&t

A community member suggested eliminating this lighthe Broad Street intersection.
He asked if this light was necessary.

Mr. Becchard stated he is not sure about the sfudtbee when the light was placed there
but there was a need to stop the traffic at the8@nd Wendell intersection because
people were having trouble getting out of thereatMaas the original intent of that

signal. He stated they will look at this again aee if there is something different that
can be done here.

A community member asked if the landscape architest present.
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Mr. Becchard stated that he was.

A community member stated a wider sidewalk is gbeaton a six foot (6 ft.) sidewalk
there will be plants and trees that will eliminateme of the sidewalk. He stated he
foresees issues with people riding bikes alongsitiewalk while people are walking. He
stated he also believes there may be a problemratioving snow. He asked if the area
for landscaping has to be that much wider.

Mr. Becchard explained that the sidewalks are gtortge two feet (2 ft.) wider in the
area beyond Broad Street. He explained they arenind the area so that a grass belt
may be added. He explained they need to provideaa width through there but it will
only be in a few isolated locations.

A community member pointed out where there is qulyea bus stop on the diagram
near the Broad Street and Wendell Place intersectio

Mr. Becchard stated there is one on both sideBeo$treet and they are working on not
affecting the bus stops. He explained they argadicularly looking at the school bus
stops but more so the City bus stops. Mr. Becchtaigd the City is working on
something on Sumner Avenue where the City bussébavable to clear traffic signals,
in a way that is similar to emergency vehiclesimttthe same, so traffic may be
regulated. They will look into this as an optiosal

Mr. Becchard stated as they move toward ColumbudeCihey intend to expand on the
island, improve on the lighting, improve on theesiglks and narrow down the pavement
in this area for safe pedestrian crossing. TheaeNtcDonald’s in this area across from
the island, as well as some neighborhoods up thetsind some bus stops close by.

Mr. Becchard explained what was discussed at tieiqgaues community meeting and
what the projected schedule is. He explained thhéaud existing conditions survey, had a
couple of community meetings, and they worked aiinary designs throughout the
month. He stated they will let the City of Spriredfl know what the anticipated next
phase is in April and they are looking at the fidesign being completed in May or June.
They are looking at implementation later in the sumor early in the fall of 2009. He
stated there are concerns that were raised authent meeting and they will work with
the City on these things and moving forward. Heestavith the City’s review and
approval construction will start late summer ofye#all and will go into 2010.

Ms. Hogan asked that Mr. Becchard go over the egpian of Main and Union Street
once more. She explained she would like him tousis¢he brick face street signs. She
asked that he go back to the diagram so that emerpew what type of sign she was
discussing. Ms. Hogan wanted to know if the comrydiled these types of signs or if
they wanted them upgraded.
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Mr. Becchard explained that the photos appear daekto the lighting in the auditorium
so the details of these signs may be a littlediffito see.

A community member stated flowers are planted thetghey are very small. She stated
bigger flowers would be nice.

Ms. Hogan asked if they would like a different lomkif they liked the brick look.

Mr. Becchard stated he has heard from some busiwassrs that the brick has been hit
by cars and some of them are not in good shap&ediéon to explain that some stated
they should get rid of them and replace them wittentraditional street lighting. They
want to put new trash receptacles through hereefidowt some individuals were in favor
of the current brick look and others were not. Heesl they are attempting to get a feel
of what the community believes would look good.

Ms. Hogan asked if Mr. Becchard could bring exampialternatives to the brick look
to the next community meeting.

Mr. Becchard stated this was possible.

The VHB landscape architect, Jef Vasser, state@ e a number of plants that could
be used along Main Street but they spoke with tite Rarks Department because they
are mostly responsible for the plants and maintemare explained they do not want to
get rid of the plants but they want something pddoere that can be easily maintained.

A community member stated all the new trees andtphaill be a waste of money.

Mr. Becchard stated they are not asking the comiyptmipay for them. They are simply
asking the business owners to maintain the plagds their area with a small amount of
water and things like that. Mr. Becchard asketiéf€¢ were no more questions, he will
turn the meeting back over to Joan Kagan.

Ms. Kagan stated decisions still have to be madetgtlants and the design of the
crosswalk. Four (4) different designs were preskride asked Mr. Becchard if he
would like their input to be given to Ms. Hogan ahdn passed along to VHB.

Mr. Becchard stated the City is pushing for thigjgct to begin so they would like to get
input on this part of the design at the currenttimgeHe explained some of the planting
and things of that nature are going to be decigeith® Parks Department. He stated they
want to make sure Main Street has identity. Thaitgcture of the buildings in the South
End contains a lot of brick, so they were lookingdesigns to compliment this in the
crosswalks and things like that. They believe thekihanding along the sidewalk
enhances and brings the architecture of the contgnand ties things together. He stated
enhancing some of the brick banding that is alreagyace along the curb line is
something they are really interested in doing.
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A community member stated the brick banding doek ieery nice but the children of
the neighborhood like to dig the bricks up andthsen maliciously. She stated they have
done this before.

Mr. Becchard stated they would be printed or stadrgsphalt. He explained they would
not use real brick and it would not be somethirgg tiould fade away. The pavement will
be colored all the way through. He stated the bapdround the sidewalk will be real
brick but it will be placed down with asphalt basel they are very difficult to separate.
Mr. Becchard stated this banding does look moractve then the stamping.

Ms. Hogan asked if this was done at the other émdain Street.

Mr. Becchard stated he is not sure about the @heérof Main Street but he is sure it is
being done along State Street and it is real ly@ikg used. He stated some of the
banding downtown is also real bricks.

A VHB engineer stated there are two (2) differeahinologies being used for the brick
appearance. He asked that Mr. Becchard explain thbaé technologies are so that the
community could decide which one they believe igdvdor their community.

Mr. Becchard began to explain the difference betwtbe technologies for the brick
banding of the sidewalks. He explained one (1) rdiang The asphalt is colored
throughout, it is heated and they stick the patiteimit. He explained it does have a brick
feel. He explained the second way to form thestepea. He stated they have done this
downtown. They put impressions into the pavemedttaay pour a liquid into the
pavement. He stated with this style it can getydirid the depth is only a quarter of an
inch thick and the first one tends to last longer.

A community member asked if it would be similatthe brick that is currently on
Columbus Avenue.

Mr. Becchard stated real brick is being used oru@blus Avenue. He explained these
are ideas for the sidewalk. He stated on the Wekitrbus side, near the Basketball Hall
of Fame, it is a little different and they wouldvkeao take a look at that.

A community member stated this would be difficaltmaintain.

Ms. Hogan asked if real brick was not used wouddithprint be used instead.

Mr. Becchard stated the City has done the impritt the stamped asphalt on Walnut
Street.

A community member asked if this process was chrethpa using real brick.
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Mr. Becchard stated that it is cheaper. He expthiusang real brick is better if it is done
correctly though. He stated he wants to look at Eadumbus also and see what process
was used.

A community member asked what type of plants wdnddised along south Main Street.

Mr. Vasser stated trees have been recommendetidyuaite looking at trees that do not
break up the sidewalk. In areas where narrowirgisg done they are planning to use
trees that have the roots grow upright. He stata@l®and Oak trees have these types of
roots. The Zelkova and hybrid EIm trees have beenessful in these types of areas. He
explained the forester listed at least ten (1(edkht trees that would work. He

continued on to explain the trees roots growinggiyr Mr. Vasser showed the
community an example of this with a diagram. Thats®f these trees stay tight. In the
areas with the wider planting areas, trees withsrtimat grow more outward can be used.

A community member pointed out that the roots aosving through the sidewalks in a
few areas. He asked if the trees whose roots arently growing through the sidewalks
will be replaced with these trees that have rdwds grow upright.

Mr. Vasser stated they will look at these speddations. He stated they cannot increase
the sidewalks where this is happening.

A community member stated he recommends they bevean

Mr. Vasser stated most likely these trees willémoved and trees will not be forced into
areas. He stated if the trees will not grow heailthg certain place they will not force
them into that situation.

A community member stated they want trees but xipert from the past did make
mistakes. He stated Ed Casey will be much bettettithe around.

Mr. Vasser stated they have been working with Mrs€y and they have anticipated
these problems already. He stated the knowledgeadf of them together shall help with
avoiding these problems again.

A community member asked how big these trees wordd in regards to the caliber and
size of the trunks.

Mr. Vasser stated that three and a half to foun@sq(3.5-4 in.) around with branches
starting at six feet (6 ft.) high and above. Helaxy@d with a bigger tree the branches
will start higher above. He stated it the trunklw# about six feet (6 ft.) around with
about nine feet (9 ft.) of branches on average.

A community member asked if trees can be chosdrdthaot cause white things to blow
around.
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Mr. Vasser stated he is unsure of what white thargsbeing discussed but there is a type
tree that dominates in this area that does haviewliings that blow in the wind.

A community member stated he believes the womandmgasissing cottonwood poplars.

Mr. Vasser stated he has not seen a lot of thengditain Street but maybe they are
along the side streets.

Ms. Hogan stated there are streets in the areatbdtlowing these things onto Main
Street.

A community member stated there are white things tiest on storefronts and they look
similar to snow.

A community member stated the engineers do notitiv@pringfield but they are making
plans for Springfield. She stated she lives on Vé#riRlace and she has spoken with Ms.
Hogan and she is opposed to Wendell Place beingedpap. She stated people that don’t
live in Springfield should not be allowed to tepréhgfield what they need to do. She
explained she does not care about the sidewalkghanttees but she is concerned with
Wendell Place being opened up and used as a ths@ygh

Mr. Becchard stated Wendell Place is not the topibe current community meeting.
Ms. Hogan asked if there were any more questions.

Ms. Kagan asked if there were any more questioms.eXplained she does have
announcements. She stated it appears more resesgdh to be done and this is the
reason for these meetings. The perspective ofdhemunity is necessary for the plans to
be implemented. She stated there will be anoth@nuanity meeting being held but the
date is not set in stone yet. She explained tHigovabably be in May or June and the
next presentation on Main Street will be given #r&lnext phase, the Dwight Street
extension, will be worked on. The first part of theeting will be focused on Main Street
and the discussion will begin on the Dwight Stedension.

Ms. Kagan stated for those interested in the laaquiag of this project graduate students
from UMASS, who have done a seven (7) week proyeititbe presenting their ideas for
the South End Revitalization Project on Marcl 266 pm at the TD Banknorth
Conference Center.

Ms. Hogan explained this was an exercise for thdesits. They will not be making any
decisions on the landscaping.

Ms. Kagan stated this is an educational and acaderoject.
A community member asked the notice of this medt@@mailed to all.
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Ms. Kagan stated that she will do so.

A community member asked when the physical asgebtieqlans for the South End will
ensue.

Ms. Kagan stated they are anticipated to begindatemer or early fall of 2009.

Ms. Hogan stated they are trying to begin earlyrsem

A community member asked if the bid has been retkgst.

Ms. Hogan stated it has not.

Ms. Kagan stated the plan must be finalized betusecould occur.

Mr. Becchard stated they would love to break groumithe first week of June but there
are things that must be done first. He explainedstimmer is the best answer he can give

at the moment.

A community member stated a couple of weeks woatdmake a difference when they
have been waiting thirty-five (35) years. They wtnd project done correctly.

Ms. Kagan stated they are seizing the window obojmity. She explained they have
the money and the commitment from the City, so tinengt move forward. She
encourages all with businesses in the South EndarMain Street to make sure the
front of your business’ appearance is kept up.iSkecited and hopes all will do their
part to keep the South End looking beautiful.

Ms. Kagan thanked all for coming and she thankedygmtleman that brought the pizza
and beverages.
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